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Asia -  Europe (ASEM) Education Ministers’ Meeting 

Vocational Education and Training Initiative

(proposed by Latvia in 2015 during ASEMME5) 

Date: April 25-26, 2018 

Riga, Latvia 

Venue: Grand Poet Hotel by Semarah Hotels

Referring to the 5th ASEM Education Ministers’ Meeting (ASEMME5) Riga, 27-28 

April 2015 ASEM Education Collaboration for Results -  Conclusions1 by the Chair

as well as emphasising the importance of VET during the 6th ASEM Education Ministers’ 

Meeting “Collaboration for the Next Decade: From Common Perspectives to 

Effective Fulfilment” Conclusions by the Chair, paragraph 34:

34. Welcomed Latvia’s initiative to promote a dialogue on sharing best practices andfuture 
perspectives in TVET in order to encourage collaboration and partnership between ASEM  
partners in the TVET framework in close cooperation with Austria, Brunei Darussalam, 
Belgium (Flemish Community), France, Germany, Indonesia, the Philippines and the 
Russian Federation. The Ministers invited other ASEM partners and relevant stakeholders 
to participate in this initiative.

Latvia proposes to organise a sem in ar-ASEM Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training.

Goal of the Seminar: To exchange the best practices on TVET policies in ASEM countries 
through dialogue, specifically focusing on presenting examples o f involvement o f industry 
in TVET planning, education and training process, skills development and international 
cooperation.

Participants: Representatives from all ASEM countries representing ministries, agencies, 
or stakeholder organizations.

Expected results: Exchange of practices between participants of the seminar from 
European and Asian countries on topical matters related to the TVET developments in 
policy planning and methodology areas. Possibly, there can be conclusions drawn from the 
meeting to be presented to all ASEM countries.

1 http://w w w .izm .gov.lv/im ages/presidencv/A SEM M E5C O N C LU SIO N SBY TH EC H A IR 28Q 415.pdf
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http://www.izm.gov.lv/images/presidencv/ASEMME5CONCLUSIONSBYTHECHAIR28Q415.pdf


Education and Science Development Agency Asia-Eurooe Meetina
Republic o f  Latvia Republic of Latvia

AGENDA (2nd draft)

Arrival day -  24 April Notes
19:00 Welcome cocktail and socialising Grand Poet Hotel

Day 1 - 2 5  April

09:00
09:30

Registration and refreshments Grand Poet Hotel

09:30
09:40

Opening by the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Latvia

State Secretary of the Ministry of Education 
and Science o f Latvia Ms Llga Le jina (tbc)

09:40
09:50

Opening by the representative of ASEM 
Education Secretariat

09:50
10:00

Introduction round of participants

10:00
10:20

Keynote speech on TVET policy. 
Presentation by the European Commission 
official

Mr Joao Santos, Deputy Head of Unit, Unit 
E3, Vocational training, Apprenticeships and 
Adult learning, Directorate General for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, 
European Commission (tbc)

10:20
10:40

Keynote speech on TVET developments and 
achievements by Asian/guest country 
representative

10:40
11:00

Thematic presentations and moderated 
discussions by the host country:

• Recent reforms and VET 
developments in Latvia

• Ms Ruta Gintaute-Marihina, Director of 
Vocational and Adult Education 
Department, Ministry o f Education and 
Science of Latvia

Moderator: State Education Development 
Agency, director Ms Dita Traidas

11:00
11:30

Coffee/Tea break

11:30
12:30

Thematic presentations and moderated 
discussions by the host country (continued):

• Legislation, administration and 
institutional arrangements for 
involvement o f industry and 
employers in VET

• Ms Ruta Pomiece, Head of Education and 
Employment Department, Employers’ 
Confederation of Latvia

• Validation of learning outcomes 
through informal and non-formal 
learning (principles, procedures, 
institutional conditions and 
stakeholders role)

• Ms Llva Smaukstele, Senior Officer, 
Quality Assessment Department, State 
Education Quality Service
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12:30
14:00

Lunch at the venue Grand Poet Hotel

14:00
17:30

Visits to Riga State Technical College (for 
printing and publishing, electrician 
qualifications)

Followed by visits to respective companies to 
demonstrate cooperation with the industry on 
particular qualifications

17:30
19:00

Free time

19:00
21:00

Organized dinner Restaurant “Kajku varti” 
http://www.kalkuvarti.lv/

Time Day 2 - 2 6  April

10:00
10:45

Skills competitions as TVET prestige and 
excellence hub, place where industry and 
TVET meet

Presentation at the State Education 
Development Agency premises, director Ms 
Dita Traidas

10:45
13:00

Excursion to SkillsLatvia 2018 National 
TVET competition at Riga exhibition centre 
Kipsala

13:00
15:00

Lunch Restaurant “Piramida”
https://www.radissonblu.com/en/ridzenehote
1-riga/restaurants

15:00
16:30

City tour by bus

End of official programme

Cultural programme option upon request
26
April at 
19:00

Opera “Faust” at Latvian National Opera 
and Ballet

https: //www .opera. lv/en/production/ faust/

Practical considerations: Latvian counterparts will cover venue costs, meals and local 
transport to the sites in the agenda and a city tour, while flights, hotel costs, transport to and 
from the airport are to be covered by the participants themselves.

Recommended hotel:

Grand Poet Hotel by Semarah Hotels
Raina Blvd. 5/6 
Riga, LV-1050, Latvia 
https://grandpoet.semarahhotels.com/ 4

Contact person o f the event:

Ms Valda Akmentina
Assistant to the Director
State Education Development Agency
valda. akmentina@viaa. gov, lv
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